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GEOSPATIAL OPPORTUNITIES FROM EUROPEAN UNION

Interview to Giacomo Martirano, Project Coordinator of smeSpire
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Q_What is smeSpire

A_smeSpire is a project funded under
the FP7 (Seventh Framework
Programme for Research and
Technological Development of the
European Union), by Directorate
General of Communications
Networks, Content & Technology (DG
CONNECT). smeSpire identifies also a
network, which is constituted by 350
European SMEs (Small Medium
Enterprises) who are active in the
geo~ICT sector.

Q_Which is its role and operating area
A_smeSpire aims at supporting the
European SMEs who are active in the
geo-ICT sector to turn into business
opportunities, which are inside the
European legislative framework
dealing with geospatial data (the
INSPIRE Directive, the Shared
Environmental Information System,
the Public Sector Information
Directive, etc.). smeSpire operates
essentially in Europe, but it also
shows a strong interest in sharing
experiences worldwide.

Q_How does smeSpire carry out its
action

A_Through the following main
output. First: A study assesses the

VIDEKF

{ Tips } GEO-ICT

market potential for geo-ICT SMEs,
identify technological obstacles,
knowledge gaps and training needs.
Second: An e-learning training
platform,designed to train and
analysis environmental data by
professionals, expert in the mainte-
nance and exploitation of environ-
mental data commons.Third: A Best
Practice catalogue in the field of the
management of environmental
digital content. Fourth: A network of
SMEs and other institutional stake-
holders aiming at bridging the gap
between the legislation-driven
demand of environmental digital
data and the industry-driven offer of
geo-ICT solutions, stimulating,
encouraging and facilitating the
participation of SMEs.Last but not
least: A database containing infor-
mation about the geo-ICT SMEs in
Europe, enabling complex
business,intelligence studies and
analysis, even beyond the project
lifetime, it is also useful to extract
real indicators and to map compe-
tences from SMEs across Europe.

Q_Which opportunities, in terms of
new jobs and innovation, can be get
through the action of smeSpire
A_Fulfilling the obligations of the

European legislative framework
dealing with geospatial data can be
achieved thanks to a set of techno-
logical implementations which
require new skills and innovative
technological solutions.

smeSpire identified a series of new
job profiles and built the related
vocational training curricula, creating
new job opportunities for unem-
ployed people and for employed
people aiming at reinforcing their
position within their organizations.

Q_Which results have been achieved
until now

A_We have 350 members of the
smeSpire network from 20 Countries.
30 Best Practices published in the
Catalogue. And a series of training
events, whose material is available
on the project website.

Q_Which are the expectations and
the objectives for the future

A_To expand the existing network,
particularly outside Europe, in order
to create business opportunities for
its members, arising from the
sharing of experience and best
practices. To become a reference
point for the geospatial technologies
users and providers.

Giacomo Martirano
smeSpire F B f 3 A
smeSpire Project coordinator

Geographic information and communication technologies (Geo-ICT) are the end result of the combination of
geographic information (including spatial, geologic, geodetic, geometric, etc.) and Communication Technology (ICT).
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